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COLCHESTER GROUP OF THE RAMBLERS  

Minutes of the 50th Annual General Meeting 

 Nottage Maritime Museum 

Sunday 15th November 2015 12.00 – 14.00  

 

1. Welcome from the Chairman 

John Allcock welcomed the 28 members to the AGM plus Alan Goffee, Chairman of Essex Ramblers and 

his wife, Eileen. John also welcomed the many new members present plus a special welcome for Derek 

Gillard our Treasurer who has not been 100% recently.  

2. Apologies of absence 

David & Linda Curtis, Bob Ferris, Pat Lane, Linda Rhodes and Lotte Sherman. 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the 2014 AGM  

All agreed as correct [Proposed by Mags Hobby and Seconded by Roger Jones] and signed by John 

Allcock. Signed copy passed to the Secretary, Louise Beck. 

4. Matters arising from the 2104 AGM minutes 

The only matter arising, not on the Agenda, was the proposed “Leaders Day” for 2015. This had been 

put forward by the Chairman but due to a variety of circumstances, it had not taken place. As there was 

no pressure from either current or potential leaders, nor from the wider membership for such an event 

to be laid on, no further action or work was proposed. 

5. Chairman’s report (John Allcock) 

In no particular order of importance, the Main events that took place in 2015 were as follows:- 

 Joint venture with Essex University 

o A piece of collaborative work took place between Colchester Ramblers and Essex 

University to publicise the research undertaken by the University on “Green Exercise” 

and the benefits of walking. 2000 copies of a publication were produced by the 

University, at no cost to Colchester Ramblers, to include details of 3 walks of differing 

lengths – completed with the help of Derek Keeble; details of Colchester Ramblers, our 

logo and website. The booklet was launched at the Age UK Retro Run on 14th June 

which we attended and it has proved very popular at all the subsequent publicity events 

that took place in 2015 – see section 10 below. 
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 New Walk Leaders 

o A number of members started to lead walks for the first time in 2015 that included Jim 

Welton who had 48 walkers on his inaugural walk, Cath Pountney; Linda Shorter; Jenny 

Spillane; and Caroline Moiret. The Chairman congratulated them on their efforts. 

 

 Social events 

o Regina Mason was thanked for organising a splendid walk around Greenwich on 13th 

June followed by members making individual choices where to spend the afternoon.  

 

 “Special Walks” 

o These included:- 

 A night walk on the 24th June in Wormingford with 6 walkers taking part; 

 One at Minsmere led by Roger Jones on the 26th July where 18 walkers braved 

the heavy rain in the afternoon; 

 The by now annual 20 mile walk around Bures on Saturday 10th October led by 

Janet Penfold with 11 walkers (details to be included in a future edition of the 

SE Walkers magazine); and 

 The John Dowding memorial walk that took place on Sunday 18th October. 

 

 Walks Programme 

o John Allcock gave a brief resume about the changes to the printing arrangements for the 

Walks Programme and the need to consider the costs (both financial and administrative) 

in producing a number of hard copies of the Programme. As a result of the splendid 

work undertaken by Pamela Bradley, substantial savings had been achieved in terms of 

printing and postage costs with a significant number of members happy to obtain details 

of the walks in future either via email or from the web.  

o As a result, John Allcock awarded a “Chairman’s Certificate ” to Pamela in recognition of 

all her hard work. Members applauded this.     

 

 Christmas lunches 

o Some 94 members had enjoyed the three Christmas lunches 2014 and further three 

were planned for 2015:- 

 The Sunday Group on 6th December at the Granary at West Mersea 

 The Long Wednesday Group on 16th December at the Crown Inn Wormingford 

 Short Wednesday Group also on 16th December at the Toby Carvery at the 

Wyevale Garden Centre 

 

 Award of Certificates 

o John Watts was presented with a Ramblers “Long Service” certificate on 12th July by the 

Chairman in recognition of his 15 years service on the Committee. John Watts was 

thanked for all his hard work and his continued efforts in delivering the Navigation and 
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Leadership courses for members.  

 

 Volunteer Development Days 

o The nearest one in terms of location, is on Saturday 16th January 2016 in London. An 

outline of the programme for the day was given with the Chairman suggesting that if 

anyone wished to attend, to let him know.   

 

 Nina’s accident 

o John Allcock reminded/informed members that Nina sustained a nasty fall on the 5th 

August short walk which resulted in her going to A&E. Fortunately, her friend Andrea 

was present so we weren’t faced with the difficulty of knowing who to contact. This 

incident reinforces the need for everyone to have an “ICE” [in case of emergency] entry 

on their mobile or to have a piece of paper in their pocket saying who should be 

contacted in an emergency.  

o This message is now conveyed in the Health and Safety paragraph in the Walks 

Programme under the INFORMATION FOR WALKERS section. 

o John subsequently visited Nina, taking along a bunch of flowers on behalf of members 

and the Committee, wishing her well. She is fine now and hopes to be back walking very 

soon.  

 

 Alan Bailey’s civil funeral  

o This took place on Tuesday 8th September with Colchester Ramblers making up about 

1/3rd of those attending. A very sad occasion of course but it was a good send off. 

 

 Gordon’s photos  

o The photographs Gordon kindly takes are not only sent round to members but also 

Essex Area intend to use them as part of their publicity/recruitment material. One 

member also sends them on to a friend in America. 

 

 Railway Crossings  

o John Allcock reported that Network rail have a 20 year aim to close all of the railway 

crossings including roads. This could have serious consequences for Ramblers and is in 

direct conflict with all the health and exercise messages plus it is conceptually against 

access. A working group between the Ramblers and Network Rail (NR) has been set up 

with the latter saying they want to work positively with interested parties. NR say they 

are looking to divert existing crossings rather than simple closures.  

 

 Thanks 

o John Allcock publically thanked Members of the Committee for all their hard work and 

contributions over the past year – found their advice invaluable. He also singled out 

both Roger Jones for all his hard work throughout the year in respect of “Publicity” and 
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“Events” as well as the Walks Programme co-ordinators whose work is vital in pulling 

together all the information needed by members about the forthcoming walks. 

 

 Some interesting statistics  

o In concluding his report to the AGM, John Allcock informed members that according to 

the Walks Programmes, from January up to and including November 2015, Colchester 

Ramblers walked some 1,372 miles or 2,195 kms, completing 177 walks, under 40 

different leaders. John said we all owe a debt of gratitude to the leaders as they provide 

a vital resource to both the Group and the Ramblers more generally. 

 

6. Secretary’s report (Louise Beck) 

 It has been a relatively quiet year this year but the successful summer promotional events has 

resulted in plenty of enquiries about membership. Louise received 100 membership enquiries 

via email in 2015. 

 Will Quince the MP for the Colchester Area has said that he would like to join us for a Sunday 

walk earlier on next year possibly in either January or February – this is being followed up.  

 
7. Treasurer’s report (Derek Gillard) 

 

 Overall receipts less payments has resulted in a small surplus of £113.71 for the year as 
against a deficit of £909.59 for the previous year. The main points are as follows: 

 
1) Capitation fee increased from £29.00 to £457.00 as last year's capitation fee was 

corrected for an overpayment the previous year. 
2) We received £170.00 from Ramblers Holidays as against £260.00 the previous year. 
3) The cost of postage decreased dramatically from £800.00 to £0.00 as a stock of 

stamps was purchased last year before a price rise and fewer programmes are 
posted out. 

4) The cost of printing remained about the same although fewer programmes are being 
printed as we now have to pay commercial rates.  

5) Website charges are higher this year as we pay for two years at a time. 
  
 Balance Sheet 

 
o The Accumulated Fund increased by £113.71 to £2403.01. This fund includes £410.04 

which has been generated by holidays which are outside the main business of the 
Ramblers. 

 
o In response to a question raised by Kevin Clark about the sum of £350.00 available in 

the “Social Fund”, Derek said this was held separately to the main accounts as this figure 
was raised by donations from members and it is for them to decide how best to use this 
sum. 

 



5 
 

 
 
 

8. Countryside & Footpath’s secretary’s report (Mags Hobby) 
 

 Planning 
o Mags reported that she has commented on a number of planning applications which 

affect Public Rights of Way (PRoW), usually just to request that routes be kept open and 
safe for users during construction stage. 

 

 The Big Pathwatch 
o Mags urged members to have a go. She said it is easy enough to do directly on a desktop 

though obviously designed for smartphones in the future. Best if we have all used it so 
we can help and advise others! 

 

 BVPI  
o The surveys for Essex County Council aren’t being done now as they stopped paying us. 

 

 Path Orders 
o Mags reminded everyone that If they think any of these may affect a walk which they 

are planning, to ask her for the details. 
 

 Claims  
o Other parties have made successful claims adding paths to the map near Great Tey. 

 

 Consultations 
o Path 7- 28 at Wakes Colne.  

 

 Orders made 
o Path 16 at Stanway in the sand pits has gone to the Secretary of State but not by us. 

  

 Orders Confirmed 
o 148 Colchester – in town tidying up 
o 33, 44, 46 Langham – remade correctly and now confirmed – new paths also 
o 11 12 Eight Ash Green – diverted out of Chippetts Farm 
o 35 Birch – to the walked route 
o 99 Colchester – rail crossing extinguishment 
o Great Horkesley/Dedham – Orders and new routes from last year  
o Mags has also noticed a couple of old Orders for Copford which had not been reflected 

on the most recent map and these have been reported. It turns out that the on-line 
maps used for Streetmap, Pathwatch and so on are updated every six months. 

 

 Working Parties 
o There has only been one working party where Gordon, Roger Jones and Mags learnt 

about erecting a way-marker and met the new PRoW Officer for Mount Bures, Great 
Tey, Aldham and Eight Ash Green (Nik Leeson) (and north Braintree).  Unfortunately 
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Mags hasn’t managed to organise any follow-ups and would dearly love for an assistant 
to co-ordinate these. 

 
 

 Maintenance 
o Members were urged to continue logging all complaints on the ECC website albeit the 

site itself has faults. Please always let ECC know if there is a problem with a route, they 
do not have enough staff to be everywhere and find the difficulties themselves. ECC are 
to be congratulated this year on the improvements to the paths in the Baymill area 
between Stanway and Birch. 

 

 Camuplodunum 
o No further work done in 2015 but if anyone would like to help with the desperately 

necessary rewrite, please to let Mags know. Also the inner circular route is still 
progressing with Walk Colchester, surveying for ease of use by different groups (cycles, 
wheelchairs etc.) at present. 

 

 Abberton 
o All the initial batch of permissive routes are now open and available.  Please use and 

enjoy them. (available as download Oct 13 ESW news from ESW site). Printed maps will 
be available in a few months time from local businesses.  The desired routes from the 
consultation are mostly proving impossible at this stage but the funds do not revert for 
some years yet and we still hope for changed minds. 

 

 Coast 
o The Essex Coast Path consultation was launched recently. Volunteers please! 

 

 Summary 
o We are the ramblers who are interested enough to be at an AGM.  Please continue to 

make reports on every situation you find on the paths, ideally by the less-than-perfect 
ECC website, keep yourselves informed and keep taking action. 

 

9. Membership report (Pamela Bradley) 

 Pamela reported that there are 380 members (6 members fewer than last year). Trends 
compared to other years. However, there is now Hike Essex which focuses on the 18 -45 age 
group and organise their walks, often at short notice, via smart phones rather than having a 

printed or prior notice organised programme. Our rate of loss is 1.55% per annum, which is 
less than the local group average for Essex at 2.24%. 
 

10. Publicity report (Roger Jones) 

 New awareness to increasing new membership with a healthy aspect and the new leaflets 

received.  

 7 events for the year 2015 including Colchester library (Jan); Ex Uni Retro Run (June) Colchester 

Food & Drink Festival (June); Tendring Show (July); EAG Festival (July); Brightlingsea Music 

Festival (August); and Mersea Community Harvest (Sept)   

 Enquiries included 176 Females + 118 Males = 294 in total.  
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 Roger mentioned that due to personal commitments in 2016, it means we/he will need an 

assistant or deputy for next year.  

 
11. IT report (Kevin Clark) 

 The Colchester Ramblers Facebook page has been closed due to lack of interest/use/a volunteer 
to run it.  

 Kevin reminded the meeting that if any alterations to walks are made, to contact him as soon as 
possible. 

 The website still provides enquiries from new members looking to join the Ramblers. 

 We are also looking to moving the hosting of the site to the one run by the Rambers 
Association to save money. The domain name will remain as it is.  
 

12. Area matters (Louise Beck) 

 Not much to report except that feedback is welcomed on the new area website and 

contributions for the SE walks magazine are also welcome.  

 

13. Walk co-ordinators reports  

 In the absence of all the Walk Co-ordinators, John Allcock fed back from them that the year had 

gone well with only the odd walk details coming in late. The co-ordinators asked for the AGM to 

be informed that they are extremely appreciative of the willingness within Colchester Ramblers 

in members offering to lead walks. This message was reinforced by the Chairman who said we 

were very lucky to have such a vital resource available.  

   

14. Nomination/Appointment of Chairman 

 John Allcock was nominated and appointed for the third year as Chairman. 

 

15. Election of other officers and the Committee  

 All members of the Committee had agreed to stand again for 2016 and all the nominations were 

carried by those attending.  

 

16. Election of Auditor [Derek Gillard] 

 Bob Bunn was duly elected for a further year. 

 

17. AOB  

 As the location for the start of the forthcoming walk on Wednesday 18th November looked 

doubtful, Bob Ferris asked the Chairman to pass on the relevant details – duly done + the 

information is on the website + Peter Jones will be at the now “incorrect” start point to re-direct 

people of needed.  

 

18. Look Forward 

 In concluding the formal part of the AGM, John Allcock  

 Thanked Derek Keeble for producing (at NIL cost to Colchester Ramblers) the magnificent 
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book “Quiet Trail Blazer” detailing Jessie Keeble’s contribution to local rambling 

 Thanked everyone for attending and for their continued support throughout 2015 

 Reminded members about the details for the Essex Area AGM ie it will take place on 

Saturday 13th February 10.00 at Stock village hall, followed by a buffet lunch at 12.30, 

followed by a short walk at 13.30 

 Introduced Alan Goffee 

 

19. Talk by Alan Goffee, Chairman of Essex Ramblers 

 In his talk, Alan made the following points:- 

o He asked everyone to help Mags with the survey of the Essex Coastal Path as it is 

important this project is a success 

o He spoke about the 80th Anniversary Walks booklet which was to be distributed very 

soon {Post meeting note – shown to the Committee on 8th December and to 

members at the subsequent Wednesday and Sunday walks} 

o He confirmed that Area was there to support local Groups rather than being 

intrusive or somewhat “dictatorial”  

o The new website should help with communications and help to raise the profile of 

Essex Ramblers along with articles in the South East Walker magazine 

o He concluded by saying Colchester Ramblers was a “great group” and both he and 

Eileen had a most enjoyable day.  

 

20. Jessie Keeble Memorial Shield – Rambler of the Year 

 Having secured the most votes, in a very close run election, Janet Penfold was duly elected as 

Rambler of the Year for 2105. The Shield will be presented to Janet at the earliest opportunity. 

{Post meeting note – Janet was both delighted and surprised to learn about the award and she 

thanked all those members who voted for her} 

 

21. Close 

 John Allcock wished everyone a safe journey home as well as a good Christmas and a Happy 

New Year.   


